
My favorite food is Sushi.

If I were not a scientist, I would be an architect, artist, or designer of some sort.

My favorite place on earth is a beautiful isolated beach, together with my family.

I chose chemistry as a career because it was time for me to decide, and I concluded that my other
passions at the time (history, philosophy, and mathematics) could be hobbies instead of career paths.

My worst nightmare is no longer enjoying chemistry.

The most exciting thing about my research is all of the discoveries I did not plan or predict, and which
my graduate students cleverly recognized were exciting.

I lose track of time when I am sitting in a comfortable place with a great coffee or a glass of wine with
my notebook, scribbling down ideas for new reactions and syntheses or trying to decipher mechanistic
puzzles.

The most amusing chemistry-related adventure in my career was on my tour of US universities as
a prospective graduate students where I was introduced to interesting things like roller disco and thrust
into the drama and excitement of basketball March Madness on an unforgettable cab ride from
Chicago to Lafayette with a wonderful cab driver.

My favorite drinks are cava, champagne, prosecco, and other lovely brands of sparkling wine.

My favorite piece of research is the reaction, synthesis, structure, and function my research group has
not yet discovered.

My 5 top papers:

1. “Copper-Catalyzed Rearrangement of Vinyl Oxir-
anes”: L. A. Batory, C. E. McInnis, J. T. Njardarson, J.
Am. Chem. Soc. 2006, 128, 16054. (The beginning of an
enjoyable scientific journey focused on the catalytic
expansion of strained rings.)

2. “Stereoselective Ring Expansion of Vinyl Oxiranes:
Mechanistic Insights and Natural Product Total Syn-
thesis”: M. Brichacek, L. A. Batory, J. T. Njardarson,
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 1648; Angew. Chem.
2010, 122, 1692. (Established how unique and useful
our new catalytic ring-expansion reaction is.)

3. “A Graphical Journey of Innovative Organic Archi-
tectures That Have Improved Our Lives”: N. A.
McGrath, M. Brichacek, J. T. Njardarson, J. Chem.

Educ. 2010, 87, 1348. (The creation and uses of posters
featuring the top 200 pharmaceuticals.)

4. “Total Synthesis of Vinigrol”: Q. Yang, J. T. Njardar-
son, C. Draghici, F. Li, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2013, 52,
8648; Angew. Chem. 2013, 125, 8810. (This total
synthesis was quite the journey, but original key
design principles were realized in the end.)

5. “Asymmetric [3++2] Annulation Approach to 3-Pyrro-
lines: Concise Total Syntheses of (¢)-Supinidine, (¢)-
Isoretronecanol, and (++)-Elacomine”: I. Chogii, J. T.
Njardarson, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2015, 54, 13706;
Angew. Chem. 2015, 127, 13910. (Our latest methodo-
logical contribution, and the birth of a new research
program we are enthusiastic about.)
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page has recently published
his 10th article in Ange-
wandte Chemie in the last
10 years:
“Metal-Free Synthesis of
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